                                 E.H.S. Band Parent  Meeting, 1/5/12

                  Ruth Maiorana called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

     Recording: Donna Teissonniere—Minutes typed & distributed; no questions, or additions;     motion to accept: Bruce Skrilof   2nd: Teri Pellegrino.
     Correspondence: Teri Pellegrino—Currently contacting all our places for tagging & bagging.

     Treasurer Report: Delane Ariza—Copies of report were handed out & explained; motion to accept: Donna Teissonniere     2nd: Leslie Mudrick

one abstention.

     Marc Denicuolo-“Deenie”—Wind Ensemble parents should have gotten schedule for the year.

     Symphonic & freshman parents-date to remember is March 21—we’ll be going to South Brunswick with symphonic band.

     Jazz- will get competition schedule out soon-still finalizing those dates.

     At the next Board of Ed meeting-Jan. 23, at JPS-our marching band will be recognized for their state championship, as well as the six kids who made it into the regional band. Please come & show support if you can.

     The next meeting is Feb. 2nd-the night after that is our home Jazz Festival; it’s not as big as the outdoor marching band festival-more groups, but smaller in size; 10 to 13 bands will be there; we do need volunteers to help selling/serving food, working admissions, and backstage dads to help with equipment; also –we are in need of food donations—baked ziti, meatballs, chicken fingers, baked goods ,soda, & water; Teri is contacting Applebees to see if they will donate chicken fingers, like last year. Contact Donna, Ruth or anyone on exec board if you are able to help.

     The Wind Ensemble has been accepted to perform at Rutgers on Feb. 17th, along with two other high schools. We don’t know performance time yet, but please try to come out & show support!

     Spring Trip:  Spring trip dates are April 19th-22nd to Myrtle Beach; we just finalized the cost-right now it stands at $575.00; we will still try to get it lower; an email will go out, as well as a letter home with the kids with a payment schedule; a deposit of $100.00 was due today—we need these deposits as soon as possible so we can have an idea of the number of people going. The next payments are:
                   Feb. 1st--$200.    Feb. 20th--$175     March 15th--$100.

We will be staying at one of the Sands Hotel properties; the rooms are 2 or 3 bdrm suites, sleeping 8-10 per room; some of the activities include:

Broadway at the Beach, a buffet dinner, Nascar Café, Margaritaville; on Saturday, the Pirate Experience, which is similar to Medieval Times; breakfast & dinners are included, lunch will be on their own; they will need extra money if they want to do other activities on their own. Chris will print up brochures with activities available & a map of the area.
     A question was raised about possibly getting trip & other info out to parents in a more timely & convenient manner. Chris explained that we send emails for everything, letters are sent home with  kids, and info is posted on website; as far as trips go, aside from the dates, not all information is available earlier, as a lot depends on the number of kids going, activities available, etc.  Also, sometimes there are glitches on the other end, as happened with the trip to Annapolis.  She asked that if anyone has any ideas or suggestions as how to make things go smoother, please let us know-we are open to any & all ideas.

     Ruth brought up Rutgers-last night we only has a few people show up, and ended up making emergency phone calls to get help! We realize that  this past MB season,  most games were on competition nights, and that some parents can’t work all games, but please try one or two if you can—this is a big fund raiser for the band dept; Delane reminded everyone that even though the kids only get $10 or $20 in their accounts(which does add up)- the majority of the money goes into the band account, which we need! It’s not just about the kids, it’s about the whole organization. So far we’ve gotten checks totaling about $7800.00!  The next game is on Jan 16th-Martin Luther King day, so the kids will be able to come & work, & get community service credit…start time to be announced.
     If there are any new/freshman parents, please make sure we have your email address & phone numbers; If you have any questions, our   contact info is on the website-one or all of us is always available.

     The Outback:  Sue Hughes, Karen Petersen, Kim Kaschak, & Teri Pellegrino—we made a spreadsheet of places we are going to ask for donations for the donations basket raffle; we’ll have a letter by this weekend  to hand out, if you frequent a business that may be interested in making a donation of some kind. We have also purchased a number of gift cards from Restaurant.com to use as door prizes. Parents are also welcome to make baskets to raffle.  Tickets will be handed out as soon as they are made. It will be advertised on school website, and possibly in Criterion paper.
      Someone mentioned that last year at the Jazz show, people from out of town wanted to use credit cards to pay for things, which we don’t do. Deenie said he will send an email to the other band directors addressing this, along with a price list.

     By-Laws:  The committee is working on them. A new meeting date will be set up after the meeting tonight.
     Fund Raising:  Teri & Bruce are working on some street tagging dates, as well as tagging at Dunkin Donuts. & Wal Mart.  There will be bagging at Shop Rite in1/14 & 1/15; tentative times, 9am to 6pm, we need 10 kids per shift; there will also be tagging at Sam’s Club on 2/4 & 2/5. Since about 32 kids involved in Indoor programs cannot tag on Saturdays due to all-day practices—if possible, if your child is not in  an Indoor group, please try to have them tag/bag on Saturdays, to give the other kids an opportunity to earn some money—it will be greatly appreciated.  The tagging dates are posted on the board in the band room for the kids to see, as well as on website; Teri also sends reminder emails for all these dates, as well as Rutgers game info. Please remind your child to dress appropriately for the weather when tagging outside.  Before Christmas, brochures for the Joe Corbi fund raiser were given out. If you did not receive one, we have them-you still have time to order; after this we will be doing Gertrude Hawke brochures; candy bars and Kidstuff books are still available-see Chris after the meeting.  We also had a fund raiser at Five Below in South Plainfield- an email had been sent out…we will do ot agin in the near future; in the near future we will have a Joe’s Crabshack nite; January 30th is Edison Pizza day—all day, eat in or take out—just mention the Edison High Band, and we will get 10% of whatever is spent.
              The next meeting is Feb. 2nd at 7pm in the band room.

            Motion to adjourn: Donna Teissonniere       2nd: Scott Kaschak

                                          Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm

                                       Respectively Submitted,

                                         Donna M. Teissonniere

