
                                      Edison High School B.P.O. Meeting; July 12, 2011

    The  meeting was called to order by Ruth Maiorana at 7:05 . Mr. Denicuolo-“Deenie”- spoke first about
Band Camp.  The papers are up front, including the first medical forms.  The prescription forms will
Follow at a later date, after we hear from the school nurse.
     He spoke to the head of Guidance about possibly NOT having Study Hall for non-band kids in the 
Band room, since the band parents expressed concern over the damage to things in there, as well as missing items.  We’ll see what happens in September.
      Deenie also brought up the Smart Music program, which will be used more this year. It is a computer program to aid in studying & practice.  He said it’s like “Guitar Hero”, only for your particular instrument.
Students can use the ones in the band room at no cost, but you can order it at home for $36.00 per month.
You can check it out online at smartmusic.com.
      By-Laws---Chris, Sheila, Ruth, Daphna, & Jody will be getting together with Deenie to get them
done before Band Camp.  If you have any ideas and/or suggestions, please email Deenie or a 
committee member for their consideration.
      The money that has been earmarked for instruments will likely be spent soon. We recently got a 
quote from Dillon’s, and will also be getting new drumheads,  Deenie said he may be looking into getting 
a new projector for the band room.
      Ruth Maiorana introduced herself as the new BPO president, as well as the other executive board
members.
      Correspondence: Teri Pellegrino---First piece of correspondence was a memo to Color Guard from
Ruth.  Teri then read three thank-you cards—from Brianna Prego, Rick & Doreen Prego, & Ashley 
Angalet.
       Recording: Donna Teissonniere---minutes typed & distributed. Motion to accept: Sheila Angalet;
Seconded: Ron Eskin;  minutes passed as written.
       Treasurer Report: Delane Ariza---none at this time; Delane not present.
       Jody Dysche passed out copies of the present By-Laws to anyone who wanted one; as stated
Earlier, give any suggestions to Deenie or a committee member; hopefully all will be done by Band Camp
Or latest, September.
      Audit---the audit is done, and we hope to have more information about it by the Aug.4th meeting.
      Fall Extravaganza: Jody Dysche--- we have 8 weeks to go! Date is Sept. 10th.  We still have many open spots for chairpersons & helpers!  New parents- please consider signing up as an assistant chair so
You can “learn the ropes” for the  years to come.
      Trophy List---Parents can sponsor trophies, as well as corporate sponsors, & businesses. If you
Take a sponsorship form to your bank, dentist, hair salon, etc, let Jody know.  On the form, just put your 
name in the category of trophy you would like to sponsor. Your child will present that trophy at the awards ceremony.  Final prices are not available as of yet; more info will follow.
      Jody also has questionnaires for past chairpersons to fill out-as to how many helpers were needed;
tables, signs, supplies, etc, so as to know where to utilize people who sign up for future events.
      Website---Jody will be handling the website, and hopes to have it transferred over to her in the
next couple of weeks. Any & all forms will be available on the website, in case they don’t make it
home with your child, or you miss a meeting. Advertising forms are being finalized, and must be approved
by Deenie.   Booster & Patron forms will also be on the site for the Extravaganza.
      Past advertisements were sold to be strictly in a particular brochure/event.  We would like to move 
it  more towards a sponsorship level, to get businesses to sponsor the band program in general, all year 

round!  Jody & Deenie are working on the paperwork, to see what we can offer them in return  for
their dollar amount.  We are aiming for up to $2500.00 sponsorships—their business advertisements
will go into several brochures for different events, such as the Jazz festival, Wind Ensemble show,
Spring & Winter concerts, etc.  More info to follow.
      Teri asked about alumni; Ruth said we can put a call out to them, & if they want to , they can 
go to the website & sign up for whatever they like!  We will take whatever help is offered!
      Rutgers: Ruth Maiorana---we still need lots of help for the football games, not only to work, but
to ice down the soda machines 2 days before.  We need 32 people for each game—less than that & we 
lose 25% of our profits.  This is our biggest fundraiser—we make about $20,000.00 a year from Rutgers!
We get 12% of the gross sales from our booth at each game.  The first game is Sept 1st, a Thursday—more likely a night game, but we don’t have game times as of yet. Ruth has a meeting with Rutgers on Aug 16th—  we’ll know after that.  Adults 18 & over can work on your child’s behalf, and $20 will go into his/her         account     for each adult working; if your child wants to work, they will get community service credit .           The bad news 
is that this year, there is a big conflict with our competitions-most are on the same days as the RU 
games, so we will really need a lot of volunteers! Please help if you can. Ruth explained where the games 
are & how the transportation is arranged to get to the stadium.  Sign up sheets for sept 1st are up front.
      Fundraising: Teri Pellegrino--- So far we have two  bagging dates at Shop-Rite: Aug 6th & 20th. We
are also working on getting tagging dates at stores, including Walmart,7-11, Quick Chek, & Sams, as well
as street tagging.  Kids can do the store tagging, but only adults 18 & over can do the street tagging. 
Please remember--these fundraising opportunities are open to ALL band & color guard members, since the money benefits the entire band program! We will also need to decide what the split will be for the money;
it is usually 50/50 for most tagging.  Bagging may be a different percentage.  Teri is also looking into
candy bars from Gertrude Hawk.  If anyone would like to give Teri a hand, please let her know.
We also have gift cards from Shop-Rite for sale, in $25 & $100 increments. For these, 3% goes into
your child’s account & 2% goes to the band…it doesn’t sound like much, but adds up quickly.
       Band Camp:  Sign up sheets are being passed around for chaperones; we need male chaperones! 
We lost a few that were senior parents!  If you can stay the whole time-great! But it’s also great even if
you can come for one or two days!  It’s a beautiful camp, and although it’s a lot of work, it’s also
a lot of fun.  The kids work hard, but they also have fun, & it’s a great bonding experience for them!
AND—it’s also a bonding experience for us parents!  Please consider signing up, even if it’s for one day!
Band camp is Aug 25thru the 30th.  Thursday 8/25 is all day at EHS; 8/26-30th is at Camp Bernie in
Port Murray, NJ(driving directions will be with paperwork); the first show for family & friends will be the evening of the 30th at EHS.  At camp, the kids will get 3 meals and snacks; they do not leave the camp
grounds.  We need donations of water & soda, and lots of it! It’s hot & the kids go through it quickly!
       Old business—we need an up to date list of uniform returns. Sheila said everything is on a disc she
gave Ruth.
       New business---Membership: Member ship forms were passed around, which include volunteer
forms; check off anything you would be interested in.  Categories include:
Fundraising; Historian(pictures,videos); Uniforms, Band Chaperones; Pit Crew; Prop Crew; Jazz parent; 
Indoor Guard Parent; & Indoor Percussion Parent.
      Membership can be one of the following---paid member with voting rights, for the annual dues of $5.00
or,  as a “friend of the BPO”, no dues, but no voting rights.  As a friend, you can still fill out volunteer
sheets so we can call you for help if we need you.


Someone asked why “occupation” was asked on membership form—the reason for this is that your 
job  may help us determine where we can best utilize you! For example, if you are a carpenter, or
engineer, we can use your talents building props; if you are a driver, we may ask you to drive the equipment trucks on occasion.
     Sheila has the member sign in sheet for this meeting. Please make sure you sign it before you leave.
As per the By-laws, we must keep a record of meeting attendance.
      Senior Recognition Night: Donna Teissonniere--- this is usually done at the end of football season
outside on the field. It involves FB players, Cheerleaders, & Marching Band kids, since they are usually together for games. I noted that last year there was no acknowledgement of the MB kids in the
brochure- only cheer & FB seniors were listed, as well as the seniors from the opposing team; No boosters 
from band families; when our kids were in the field getting introduced(last)-the FB & cheerleaders started practicing & goofing around, their families started talking loudly-in general, showing NO respect for our
kids . At the very next PTSO meeting, I spoke to Mr. Ross, and he assured me things would be different
this year.  I intend to have a meeting with Mr. Ross as well as with the parents in charge of Cheer & FB, 
so we can work together to have a proper joint effort and an enjoyable evening for all. AND—since we 
have so few seniors in MB this year, I want our kids to be on the field first!
      Ruth has acquired one of the bulletin boards in front of the band room—it will now be the designated    Band Parent board!
      Ruth & Teri have started the daunting task of cleaning the band room , and are asking for help! If you 
have some free time while your child is practicing, stop in & lend a hand.  The trophies need to be 
cleaned off and put back on the shelves, and some old props need to be moved, or discarded.  See Ruth
for more details.
       New Parents---in case you are wondering why Jody is taking your picture—she is putting together a 
BPO Directory, which will feature pictures of your kids next to a picture of you with your information, so 
we will know who belongs to who!
       Chris Iacovelli said how nice it is to see so many new parents here tonight! We hope you will 
take an active part in the program.  She reminded us of Sheila’s famous words” many hands make the
workload lighter”.  Now is Marching Band season, but we need help all year round, for ALL the band,
color guard & percussion events & shows! We’re all here to work together for the kids!
       Sheila reminded everyone that there will be a Spin Clinic here at EHS next Saturday, 10-5pm.
It’s being run by Eminon, a National Organization. In the morning it will be flags, and then weapons  after lunch. Please come support the kids if you have some free time. You don’t have to have a child in 
colorguard—we are all part of the same program.

                              The next meeting will be Thursday, August 4th at 7pm.

     Motion to adjourn: Donna Teissonniere                       Seconded: Teri Pellegrino

                                                       Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
 
             Respectfully submitted,
              Donna M. Teissonniere


      













      

